SIGNIFICANCE OF IRON
AND MANGANESE IN

Dirirdddng Water Star

The LS, Environmentat
Protection Agency (EPA)
sets standards for public
drinking water supplies,
{Primary drinking water

standards are health-refated
and are legally enforcesble.

Public water supplies must comply
with primary standards.] Second-

ary drinking water standards affecy
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is a naturally cccurring element. The EPA secondary drinking
water standard for iron is 300 ugh {1 ug/l is equal to | part per
billion). Above 300 ug/l water may develop a red-orange color.
As the amount of iron in the water increases, the color also
increases. A public drinking water supply cannot be required
supply water with ron below any particular level, However,
drinking water systems are advised that iron over 300 ugll will
cause their water to be discolored.

Manganese is another naturally
occurring element which can often
be detected in drinking water.

The EPA secandary drinking water
standard for manganese is 50 ugfl
Ax this level and abave, water may
be cloudy, form black precipitates,
contribute o mineral depositing in
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and darkening of clothing during
washing, There is not a published
tevel at which manganese causes
health problems, Ag 50 ugl of
manganese, drinking water systems
are advised that problems with
taste and color of warer can oceour,

DRINKING WATER

the quality of the water in terms
of aestherics such as color and
ador, but do not cause human
health effects. A secondary drink-
ing watar standard is a suggested
level above which the water may
have a color or odor that may be
abiectionable, but will not cause
adverse health effects.
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From time to time it is necessary for us to shut the water off to fix water leaks. We work
hard to keep these shut downs to a minimum. When we turn the water back on we do our
very best to turn it on slowly, so not to stir up the Iron & Manganese. (minerals naturally
found in surface water). When iron & manganese are stirred up, it makes the water look like
weak to strong tea. It has been determined that the water is safe for human consumption. If
you notice this effect DO NOT WASH YOUR CLOTHS, and if you happen to wash clothing,
DO NOT ADD BLEACH as this will permanently stain your clothing. Wait for the water to
clear back up and wash them again.





